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In only its second year of existence, Monsterpalooza has knocked that bitter chip off my shoulder and

has ushered in a convention that is all about embracing fans and giving them an experience like no other.

You would think computer generated effects didn’t exist as you walk in to wall-to-wall props, models, and

artistry that are utterly jaw-dropping. It is great to know that good old rubber and latex are still a make-up

artists best friend.

The guests were out of this world. Where else can you stroll into a room and walk right up to Rick Baker

for a picture, when finished, turn around and bump into Joe Dante, where twenty feet away Scream

Queens Brinke Stevens and Michelle Bauer are chatting it up with some starstruck admirers? The list of

attendees were first rate: The cast of Return of the Living Dead, Kevin McCarthy, Bert I. Gordon, Eileen

Dietz, and Ken Foree to name a few.

Then there are the friends that you have made over the years that are in the industry that make you feel

like part of a close knit family. People like Al Magliochetti, Rolfe Kanefsky, Megan Areford, Kevin Tenney,

Steve Johnson, Darin Scott, Dave Parker, Michelle Tomlinson and Jewel Shepard.

The icing on the cake was that there was some much going on, some many great conversations

happening, that heavyweights like J.J. Abrams, Benicio Del Toro, and Guillermo Del Toro were walking

the same ground and I didn’t even notice them. That couldn’t happen at Comic-Con because you would

get hit in the nards from a stinky, lightsaber weilding larper if anyone of that caliber got within a mile of

them.
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