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• PODCAST: Listen to The Cinema File
weekly podcast with Andrew Shearer:

Brain Dead

4 out of 5 stars
Director: Kevin Tenney
Stars: Joshua Benton, Sarah Grant Brendecke,
David Crane, and Andy Forrest.
Length: 95 min.
Rating: Unrated

Cinema File: 'Brain Dead' is classic horror
By Andrew Shearer  |  Commentary  |  Story updated at 8:35 pm on 3/26/2009

If you wanted to argue that the modern horror
picture was born in the South, you'd have a pretty
solid case. In the '60s and '70s, long before the
era of the 24-screen multiplex, films like
Herschell Gordon Lewis's "Blood Feast" and the
original "Texas Chain Saw Massacre" were made
specifically to be shown at drive-in theaters all
across states like Georgia, Florida, Alabama,
Mississippi and Kentucky to audiences looking for
cheap, safe thrills and chills on a hot and humid
Friday night.

The impressive box office receipts garnered such
a huge return on investment for the producers, it's
no wonder Hollywood quickly took notice and
began churning out its own mega-budget versions
of these kinds of movies. Hit films such as "Jaws"
and "The Exorcist," now regarded as classics,
essentially were just "A movies" with "B movie"
plots. As time went on, drive-ins slowly died out,
smaller theaters were bought out by huge chain
companies, and the major studios got nice and
cozy with national distributors.

Since the 1990s, smaller budget, independently
produced fright flicks have been relegated to
home-video rental shelves and the 2:30 a.m. slot
of the Cinemax programming schedule, but still
manage to reach legions of appreciative fans
worldwide, despite being completely absent from
local cinemas.

In an effort to restore the balance and bring back
the spirit of the drive-in, Monogram Releasing has
rolled out a series of new films in 12 select cities
across the country.

Nova Cinemas in Commerce, just 22 miles north
of Athens, is one of the theaters (the only one in

the state) participating in Monogram's "B Movie Nation" program, and began showing the first one this
past Friday.

"Brain Dead," directed by Kevin Tenney, is nothing short of a revelation. Jam-packed with aliens,
zombies, exploding heads, bad jokes, skinny-dipping campers and escaped psychos with shotguns,
it's a return to the ridiculously fun style of moviemaking that's been gone from the big screen for too
long.

Home  The Athens Banner-Herald  Marquee

Marquee
 

 
Most Popular Articles

New book not so nice to Adams
Arrested 20-year-old swears, spits at cops
Smoking out on campuses
Fire chief quits after week off
Agency: Up fees at parks
Carnesville woman killed in one-vehicle cr...
Evans feeling at home as safety
Attorney insists client not competent for ...
Two schools locked down after shooting
49ers release former Bulldog

MOST POPULAR MOST COMMENTS

 
    TOP JOBS

Heritage Healthcare 

HOME DOGBYTES ATHENS MUSIC SPOTTED

You are not logged in | Member Center  | My Account

Banner-Herald Classifieds Extras Subscribe Contribute Customer Service Jobs Homes

Autos

http://onlineathens.com/
http://onlineathens.com/weather_current_full.html
http://onlineathens.com/weather_current_full.html
http://spotted.onlineathens.com/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=120&winname=addthis&pub=gaath&s=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonlineathens.com%2Fstories%2F032709%2Fmar_414936268.shtml&title=Cinema%20File%3A%20'Brain%20Dead'%20is%20classic%20horror%20%7C%20Commentary&logo=&logobg=&logocolor=&ate=AT-gaath/-/-/afae502c5008b6/1/49a4b0cf309e6bcd&adt=undefined&content=&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC
javascript:change_text_size('+')
javascript:change_text_size('-')
http://morriscomm.com/cgi-bin/sendit.pl
javascript:window.print()
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=162rb7na7/M=600087223.600090994.400978459.400978459/D=ncent/S=2022775804:LREC/Y=PARTNER_US/L=fa5f29da-1db3-11de-ad6e-c3fa009d1a69/B=Q3kLAEwNjVI-/J=1238476970464474/K=oq_U7Chodf3uAlnXU6symQ/EXP=1238484170/A=1722189368205554092/R=0/X=2/SIG=113bfn9a0/*http://www.taquerialaparrilla.com

http://www.onlineathens.com/
http://www.onlineathens.com/abh/
http://www.onlineathens.com/marquee
http://onlineathens.com/stories/033009/uga_416184212.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/032909/cop_415755882.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/033009/uga_416184201.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/032809/new_415403728.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/032809/new_415447962.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/033009/bre_416318130.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/032909/foo_415785485.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/033009/new_416184238.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/032809/new_415445122.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/032809/foo_415456753.shtml
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=1637id6s7/M=600089426.600093197.401045471.401045471/D=ncent/S=2022775804:AP110/Y=PARTNER_US/L=fa5f29da-1db3-11de-ad6e-c3fa009d1a69/B=QnkLAEwNjVI-/J=1238476970464474/K=oq_U7Chodf3uAlnXU6symQ/EXP=1238484170/A=1722477182553993738/R=0/X=2/SIG=12b1h73vq/*http://www.georgiadogs.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=8800&ATCLID=3695450
javascript:view_top_ad('TopJobs')
http://class.onlineathens.com/classifieds-bin/classifieds?tp=mdTopAds2.0%20Core&category=core&temp_type=browse&prop=athens%20topads&class=employment&perpage=3&targetdiv=Ath_TopJobs&tl=2&rseed=31112&page=1&adnum=8150855
http://www.onlineathens.com/index.shtml
http://www.onlineathens.com/index.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/dogbytes/index.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/dogbytes/index.shtml
http://athensmusic.com/
http://athensmusic.com/
http://spotted.onlineathens.com/
http://spotted.onlineathens.com/
http://onlineathens.com/login.shtml
http://register.onlineathens.com/forge/dataentry?tp=ATHENS%20GA&tl=2&temp_type=DATA%20ENTRY&category=REGISTRATION
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15v0avkrd/M=600075309.600079080.400680474.400680474/D=ncent/S=2022775804:N/Y=PARTNER_US/L=fa5f29da-1db3-11de-ad6e-c3fa009d1a69/B=RHkLAEwNjVI-/J=1238476970464474/K=oq_U7Chodf3uAlnXU6symQ/EXP=1238484170/A=1720909532375845534/R=0/X=2/SIG=113rvivn3/*http://www.papajohns.com/register
http://onlineathens.com/abh/
http://onlineathens.com/classifieds/
http://onlineathens.com/subscribe.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/contribute/guidelines.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/customerservice/
http://onlineathens.com/jobs/
http://homes.onlineathens.com/
http://www.athensautofinder.com/


Cinema File: 'Brain Dead' is classic horror | Commentary

http://onlineathens.com/stories/032709/mar_414936268.shtml[3/31/2009 1:22:58 AM]

 
WANT TO COMMENT? Comments are not edited and don't represent the views of the
Athens Banner-Herald. Please read our Terms of Service. You can rate each comment by

clicking the  or  buttons. To flag an inappropriate comment, click the  button. If you are
experiencing problems posting a comment or would like to alert the online staff to a comment,
please e-mail melissa.hanna@onlineathens.com.

Reader Comments

There are no comments. Be the first to post one.

You can comment by logging in.

 

Tenney, best known for creating "Night Of The Demons" - the last, truly great horror film of the '80s -
made sure to pull out all the stops with "Brain Dead." It's as if he threw everything but the kitchen sink
into the project because he wasn't sure if he'd ever get the chance to make another movie, and
delivered one of the most satisfying and unique low-budget fright flicks I've seen in years.

It deserves to be shown in theaters, audiences deserve to have a true alternative offered at the
multiplex, and Tenney deserves to be back where he belongs: cranking out grade-A schlock for
people like me who appreciate it.

With such upcoming titles as "Stomp! Shout! Scream!" (from Adult Swim producer Jay Edwards), "Mil
Mascaras vs. The Aztec Mummy" and Troma's "Poultrygeist" (a gross-out masterpiece that must be
seen to be believed), a few road trips out to Commerce might be in order for horror fans in Georgia
seeking a modern, air-conditioned, stadium-seating return to the era of the drive-in movie.

• Shearer is a local filmmaker who lives in Athens and likes pineapple soda. He can be reached at
andrew.shearer@onlineathens.com.
Originally published in the Athens Banner-Herald on Friday, March 27, 2009
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